“Resurrection Responses: Looking Up To Jesus”
Acts 1:1-11
“After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.” Acts 1:3

Today we begin a fifty-day journey to Pentecost. This is the first Sunday of Easter. Last week

we celebrated a wonderful resurrection-day by looking at the last Beatitude Jesus gave His

disciples. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” We talked

about really believing and how having a resurrection faith would change the way we lived.

Today we begin a new sermon series entitled,” Re s ur r e ct i duaringRhe rexttorges e s .
months, 1 would like for us to work our way through the book of Acts. Acts is the second

volume of a two-volume history written by Luke. The first volume is the Gospel of Luke and the
second is the book of Acts—the book we will spend wonderful weeks in as we prepare for

Pentecost. Luke was a Doctor and a very good friend of the Apostle Paul. Luke is the only

Gentile writer in the entire Bible.

Let us turn to our reading for this morning. | encourage you to pick up your Bibles or one from
the pew and follow along. Our reading comes from the first eleven verses of chapter one. Let us
listentoGod’ s word for us today.

Acts 1:1-11

“In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2.
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God.4. While stayingvith them, he ordered them not to leave Jermrsalbut to wait there for

the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; 5. for John baptized
with water, but yowvill be baptized withhe Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6. So when

they had come together, they asked, Klrord, is this the time when you will restore the

kingdom to Israel?" 7. He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. 8. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and yu will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” 9. When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. 10. While he was going and they were gazing up tbmwaven, suddenly two

men in white robes stood by them. 11. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven."

Luke begins his book in Jerusalem, picking up the closing hours of the earthly ministry of Jesus.
Next Luke records the spread of the Christian faith through the apostle Peter--found in the first
twelve chapters of Acts. Then Luke tells us how the Gospel --- Good News--- spread from
Jerusalem to Rome through the ministry and witness of the apostle Paul. 1 would like for you to
turn to chapter twenty-nine of the Book of Acts.



That ' s r i qdttindachapteotwentywning ih the Book of Acts! Do you know why?

Because you are still writing chapter 29! Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earthDo we realize that each one of us sitting here today has a

resurrection response? A chapter 29 to add to the book of Acts?

During the next six weeks, | want to invite anyone who would like to share with the rest of us
about your own resurrection response. How does your chapter 29 look today? | would be
willing to meet with you and help you to write a short resurrection response that you could share
with the body of Christ. The Bible tells us that faith comes by hearing the Word and through the
faith of others. So as we begin our journey through Acts, | invite anyone who would like to
share with the congregation their response to the resurrection to call, email or stop by the office.
Inessence,” How has t hdafJesus€larist changeccnty life? rHow has the resurrection
givenmef ai th to |Iive and face | ife?”

We begin with Acts 1:1-11, these verses deal with the forty days between the resurrection and
the ascension of Jesus. | believe that these verses emphasizethere as on f or bfuahk e’ s wr
book: The Reality of the Resurrection and The Resurrection Responses.

THE REASON FOR WRITING

Luke wrote bothofhi s books toTaAaepehs onsnarmadateda me whi ch
“friend of God.” Whether Theophilus is an ind
debate, but clearly Luke is writing to a community eager for more detailed and accurate

information concerning the origin, history and meaning of the Christian faith. At the beginning

of his gospel, the Gospel of Luke, Luke tells us he intends “to write an orderly account for you,

most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the things about which you
have been instructed” (1:3-4). Then in Acts, Luke jumps right into the action and says, “In the

first book, Theophilus, | wrote abaoall that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the

day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the

apostles whom he had chosen” (1:1-2). In his gospel, Luke wants Theophilus (and others) to

“know the truth,” and in Acts he begins by making a strong connection between the life of Jesus

and the power of the Holy Spirit, two different but closely-connected chapters in the story of

God’s saving wor k.

As the book of Acts begins, an important transition takesp | a c e . During Jesus’ e
all the work of preaching and teaching about the Kingdom of God was done by Christ. Jesus

spent three years training, preparing, instructing and teaching the disciples for the calling to be

“ ma r t--the Gresk’word for “witnesses.” J e s u s’ great wor k fools provid
through His life, death and resurrection is finished. But, Christ’ work of ministry and

proclamation is not finished. The reason Luke is writing is to tell us to finish this work!

Halford Luccock introduces his study of Acts in his book, The Acts of the Apostles in Present
Day PreachingChicago: Willett Clark & Company, 1942, 5).

He begins by illustrating the phrase from the
describes a little boy who from his home in Brooklyn Heights loved to watch the outgoing ships.



One day he heard Henry Ward Beecher preach on a harbor as a place of refuge into which storm-
tossed ships put for safety.

“You big chump,” t he |ongprotestafthaimageoTheMay instaidlg e c her
felt that the great preacher didn’t know much
the words, “Safe in the harbor,” and “Home to

But the boy di dn’cdtossuggke dotvrhirga nicedittldplace to arse haane p | a
to at night. For all the years the boy had carefully watched the ships coming and going from his
window, he had viewed the harbor as a restless, heaving and always-changing place. It never

seemed a place where ships came to dock, but always a place from which ships started out —

into the storms and the fogs of the seas.

Then Halford Luccock makes the worthy point that all the works of Jesus were not an end, but a
beginning, *“AllothaChdiestuisarbietgyani ttoveldf i s not
but a beginning, a point of departure. The book of Acts is a picture of the tiny Christian ship

beginning to leave the harbor and to take the Good News on the high seas of life.!

The reason the Luke is writing “the Acts of the Apostles” is to tell us that the work is not

finished.® Act s” is short for “The Adct“sThoef Achtes AMpfo st
Chr i stto, "beoreven more accur at e, Urchdf&susKlrists of t h
ThroughGod” s Pe o p | e .atwonderdubphstor ang teachér,twrote in his commentary

that the book of Acts shoul d be esusbyHisSprit “ The
Through HisDi s ¢ i pJéswes svork through us has just begun!

THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION

I love verse three of the book of Acts, it is our verse that is written in your bulletins this week. |
encourage you to take this verse and put it up where you can see it for the next six weeks:
“After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing

to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”

Jesus began His ministry proclaiming the Kingdom and God and He ended His ministry speaking
abouttheKingdom of God. Each Sunday we pray the Lo
“Thy kingdom come, thy wil/ be done on earth
proclaiming the Kingdom of God.

The reality of the resurrection is what gave the disciples the faith they needed to live and die for

what they believed. Paul gives us a powerful presentation of the reality of the resurrection in |
Corinthians 15:3-8, Paul says: “For | handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had
received: that Chst died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundredstanthsisters

at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared alsd’to me.



Not only did the disciples in the upper room see the risen Christ, so did James the brother of
Jesus and Paul and over 500 brothers and sisters.

In April 2002, the well-respected Oxford University philosophy professor Richard Swineburne
used a broadly accepted probability theory to defend the truth of Christ's resurrection. He did this
at a high-profile gathering of philosophy professors at Yale University. In a New York Times
interview, Swineburne said, "For someone dead for 36 hours to come to life again is, according
to the laws of nature, extremely improbable. But if there is a God of the traditional kind, natural
laws only operate because he makes them operate." Swineburne used Bayes Theorem to assign
values to things like the probability that God is real, Jesus' behavior during his lifetime, and the
quality of witness testimony after his death. Then he plugged the numbers into a probability
formula and added everything up. The result: a 97 percent probability that the resurrection really
happened.

Friends, the reality of the resurrection is a fact, over 500 brothers and sisters plus the disciples

saw Him; some walked with Him, and talked with Him, some ate with Him and others heard

Him teach about the Kingdom of God. I f you aren’t entirely sold
stand wi t h 97%evcenhpeohahiltyh ®Bhes Holy Spirit can deal
out to jury!

RESURRECTION RESPONSE --- LOOKING UP TO JESUS

Dr. Gardner Taylor, a pastor in New York City and a professor at Harvard Divinity School, told
a story in one of his lectures when he was preaching in Louisiana during the Depression.
Electricity was just coming into that part of the country, and he was out in a rural, black church
that had just one little light bulb hanging down from the ceiling to light up the whole sanctuary.
He was preaching away, and in the middle of his sermon, all of a sudden, the electricity went out.
The building went pitch black. Dr. Taylor didn't know what to say, being a young preacher. He
stumbled around until one of the elderly deacons sitting in the back of the church cried out,
"Preach on, preacher! We can still see Jesus in the dark!"?

Sometimes that's the only time we can see him—in the dark. And the good news of the gospel is
that whether we can see him in the dark or not, Christ can still see us in the dark.

Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem and His Father would give them a gift ---the promise

of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told them that they would receive the power of the Holy Spirit and that

theywouldb e c 0 me “ -mwitnegses-e- to the ends of the earth. The Greek word for

power i's “dunamis.” 't 1 s tdmemitd”aYioehavevor d f r
been given dynamite in the person of the Holy Spirit. And this leads ustothe “sowhat” qu e st i on
for today. Can we trust Jesus inthe dark? Willt he power ‘heHaolywSaimigiwels of t
the ability to see with eyes of faith?

SO WHAT?

What do these ancient words written so long ago have to do with us today? | serve on a
committee in Mission Presbytery called The Committee on Preparation for Ministry. This
committee oversees all the men and women preparing to become ministers of the Word and
Sacrament. | have served on this committee in three different Presbyteries. | love to work with



those who are trying to discern their call. This past weekend, | spent all day listening to many of

the students as they shared their Acts chapter 29! In ten years of serving on this committee, |

have never heard such a powerful statement from such a young student. The young man was

twenty-two years old and was asked how he would see himself in the church as a pastor. He

sai d, “1 don’ t u nabveys psts itae withimfburywalls, thsee the chunch as h

out side the wall s and t h aanwill lse setviogwhis summngeeire my s e |
South Africa. He will be taking the church far outside its four walls!

The reason for the Book of Acts is so we would finish reading chapter twenty-nine and then take

the church outside the walls. The reality is that the resurrection is a fact and we can bank on it --

- over 500 bothers and sisters were witness to resurrection—figures out to about a dozen people a

day for 40 days. Did you know that all of the disciples gave their lives for the truth of the

resurrection? During these next three months, we are going to study, read and learn about the

early Church. We are going to hear about th
we've worked our way through, we wid |whcaotnie t
question for our entire lives: what is written in our chapter—chapter 29 of the book of Acts?

Can we really see Jesus in the dark? Does Jesus still walk with us, talk with us, eat with us, and

teach us about the kingdom through the power of the promised Holy Spirit?

e
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My son had a high school football coach who always used to tell his players,“ bggen’ t t el | r
how rough the waters are out there --- justb r i n g t h e Tise Bdokof Acteintte stdry

of the tiny ship of the Christian Gospel heading out to the high seas! As Luccock has told us,

Christianity is a beginning, a point of departure. Friends, get that pen ready. Jesus is our safe

harbor and we are each writing ouWwetustwmokonto® Resur
Jesus through the * r u-athe’breath and power of the Holy Spirit—the same power that

hovered over the dar kness i ntoBaathrewlifesnfoustashat br
we tell the story of our own GQhleapvtadrerXx9 .ar el etl
be sure to bring the ship HOME!

Let us pray:
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