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“Beatitudes: Blessed and Broken --- Happy Are The Persecuted” 

Isaiah 53:1-7 & Matthew 5:1-12 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:10 

 

Isaiah 53:1-7 

“Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2. 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form 

or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3. 

He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering {Or [a man of sorrows]} and 

acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and 

we held him of no account.  4. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet 

we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5. But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 

by his bruises we are healed. 6. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7. He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep 

that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” 

 

Matthew 5:1-12      The Beatitudes 

1. When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

10. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 11. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Today is Palm Sunday!  We celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  Jesus has 

come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of the Passover.  In the Jewish calendar, the Sunday 

before the Passover meal on Thursday, was called “lamb selection day.”  Palm Sunday was the 

day the Jewish families selected an unblemished lamb.  They would bring this lamb into their 

home to keep for four days until they sacrificed the lamb for their Passover meal.   At the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when John the Baptist saw Jesus he said; “Behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:19)  On “lamb selection day” Palm Sunday, Jesus 

enters into town riding a donkey, with shouts of “Hosanna! Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes 

in the name of the Lord.” (John 12:13)  “Hosanna” in Hebrew literally means “save us we 

beseech you --- save us now.”  On lamb selection day, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 

of the world came riding humbly into Jerusalem.  Hosanna! 
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The question for this Palm Sunday is will we allow the Lamb of God to ride into our hearts and 

bring us home with Him forever? 

 

For the past seven weeks we have been slowly working our way through Jesus’ great teaching 

called the “Beatitudes.”  We have been in the pursuit of happiness and we have learned:   

“Happy are the Humble,” “Happy are Sad,” “Happy are the Meek,” “Happy are the Hungry,” 

“Happy are the Merciful,” “Happy are the Holy,” and “Happy are the Peacemakers.”  Today we 

come to the final, profound paradox: “Happy are the Persecuted.” 

 

When in your life have you been happy when you’ve been persecuted? Of all the Beatitudes, this 

one seems the most contrary—be happy you’re harassed? 

 

Eugene Peterson’s book, “Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places,” has a powerful statement about 

the persecution Christianity has had to endure. “Eighteen hundred years or so of Hebrew history, 

capped by a full exposition in Jesus Christ, tell us that God's revelation of himself is rejected far 

more often than it is accepted, is dismissed by far more people than embrace it, and has been 

either attacked or ignored by every major culture or civilization in which it has given its witness: 

magnificent Egypt, fierce Assyria, beautiful Babylon, artistic Greece, political Rome, 

Enlightenment France, Nazi Germany, Renaissance Italy, Marxist Russia, Maoist China, and 

pursuit-of-happiness America. The community of God's people has survived in all of these 

cultures and civilizations but always as a minority, always marginal to the mainstream, never 

statistically significant.”
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Today we celebrate Palm Sunday--the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  Jesus was 

hailed as the conquering king.  We know the story, or at lest we have heard it before.  Jesus is 

rejected by the religious leaders of the day and turned over to be crucified by the Romans. The 

prophet Isaiah proclaimed that the Messiah would be a man of sorrows, afflicted and despised.  

Listen again to the words from the 53
rd

  chapter of Isaiah:  “He was despised and rejected by 

others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide 

their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.  Surely he has borne our infirmities 

and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.” 

 

I believe the climax of the Beatitudes is found in verses ten through twelve.  The sobering truth 

is that all who faithfully follow or try to live out a life of the first seven Beatitudes will be 

guaranteed at some point to experience the eighth.  The reality is that those who live righteously 

will be persecuted.  Holiness, Godliness or Righteousness will generate hostility, antagonism and 

persecution.  What Jesus is saying is that to live a Kingdom life will mean rejection.   

 

In the final Beatitude, Jesus is telling us, “Happy are the harassed, the persecuted and rejected 

because of my righteousness.”  The Good News is: 

Z Persecution is a given  

Z Purification is a gift  

Z Promise is:  God is with us 
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PERSECUTION IS A GIVEN! 

Persecution is a given.  Our Thursday night Bible study has been working its way through Psalm 

119, eight verses a week.  This past Thursday night, we discussed verses 65-72.  The theme is 

suffering through affliction and finding the goodness of God.  We came to realize that affliction-- 

suffering through anguish, grief, heartache, regret and woe--is common to all.  The Psalmist tells 

us, “Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I obey your word.” (Psalm 119:67) What we 

discussed Thursday night is the idea that suffering and persecution are a given in life, it is 

common among all who profess Christ.   

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness (right living), for theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven.  Blessed are you when…(people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me.”  The Greek word for “when” (hotan) conveys the idea 

of at some point in time all Christians can expect persecution because of their right living. Every 

faithful believer will have some resistance and ridicule from the world, while others, for God’s 

own purposes, will endure extreme suffering. 

 

This doesn’t mean we seek persecution, but neither should we be surprised when it comes. In 

fact, while we can’t verify all the facts, church history and tradition tells us that the disciples 

fared no better than their leader. In Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs” we are told all the disciples, but 

John, gave their lives for Christ: 

 

Z James was beheaded. It is said that on his way to be martyred, his accuser was so 

impressed by his courage and conviction that he repented of his sin, committed himself to 

Christ, and was beheaded along with James. 

Z Phillip was scourged, thrown into prison, and then crucified. 

Z Matthew was slain with a sword. 

Z James the Lesser was stoned to death. 

Z Matthias was stoned and beheaded. 

Z Peter was crucified upside down at his own request because he didn’t feel worthy enough 

to be crucified in the same manner as the Lord. 

Z Andrew, Thaddeus and Simon the Zealot were crucified. Andrew was left hanging on the 

cross for (3) days. 

Z Bartholomew was beaten with clubs, filleted alive, and crucified.  

Z Thomas was speared to death. 

Z John was exiled to an island called Patmos where he died as a prisoner. 

 

Jesus never taught a “prosperity gospel,” but rather a “persecution gospel.” He didn’t teach that 

following Him was going to be a picnic or a religion of convenience and comfort; rather He 

taught that in order to follow Him, we’d have to deny ourselves and take up our cross. The cross 

was an instrument of torture and persecution. In Dietrich Bonhoffer’s book, “The Cost of 

Discipleship” he begins his book with this statement: “When Christ calls a man, He bids him to 

come and die.” Bonhoffer gave his life to try and stop Hitler. The Apostle Paul told his young 

protégé, Timothy, “Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

(II Timothy 3:12) 

 

Point 1:  Persecution is a given! 
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PURIFICATION IS A GIFT! 
The word “persecute” means “to afflict, or harass constantly so as to injure or distress; oppress 

cruelly, for reasons of religion, politics or race.”
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  Have you ever asked yourself, “Why in the 

world is this happening to me now?”  Have you ever struggled through a difficult time?  Have 

you gone through heartache, regret, woe, grief or anguish because of your love for God?  Maybe 

you have struggled within your own family, at work, or in school because you are a Christian. 

 

When I was going through a very difficult time in my life, I went to my pastor who is also my 

Spiritual Director, and he shared with me a verse from Romans 5.  I believe the Apostle Paul 

wrote these words for me.  Romans 5:1-5 “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this 

grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only 

that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 

to us.” 

 

Suffering produces endurance --- endurance produces character --- character produces hope and 

hope does not disappoint us!  What a powerful promise!   

 

Dr. Billy Graham told a story of a friend of his who went through the Depression in the 1920’s, 

losing  a job, a fortune, a wife, and a home. His friend was a believer in Jesus Christ, and he 

tenaciously held onto his faith even though he was depressed and cast down by his 

circumstances.  One day in the midst of his depression, he stopped to watch some men doing 

some stonework on a huge church in the city.  One was busy chiseling a triangular piece of stone. 

“What are you going to do with that?” he asked.  The workman stopped and pointed to a little 

opening up near the top of the spire. “See that little opening up there near the spire?” he said. 

“I’m shaping this down here so it will fit in up there.”  Billy Graham’s friend said that tears filled 

his eyes as he walked away from the workman, for it seemed that God had spoken to him 

personally through the workman telling him that God was shaping him for heaven through his 

earthly ordeal.
3
  

 

You see, God is shaping us down here so that we fit in up there. Suffering produces endurance, 

endurance produces character and character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us 

because God’s love is being poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  

 

Point 1:  Persecution is a given.  Point 2:  Persecution’s purification is a gift! 

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.”  

  

PROMISE IS THAT GOD IS WITH US! 

Of the eight Beatitudes, this one has a double blessing.  We are told that we are blessed in verse 

ten and in verse eleven-a double blessing to be persecuted on account of Christ. The Beatitudes 

begin and end with the “Kingdom of Heaven.”  The major promise of the Beatitudes is that in 
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Christ we become kingdom citizens both now and forever.  No matter what the world does to us, 

it can not take away our citizenship in Christ. 

 

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is the story of the three, young, Hebrew men named 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah whom the king named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The 

three were thrown into the fiery furnace.  The king did not see three men, he saw four.  The 

promise is that Christ is near when we are going through times of trials, persecution, heartache 

and grief.   

 

In verse twelve we told, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, …”   The 

Greek word for “be glad” is from “agalliao,” which means to exult, to rejoice greatly, to be 

overjoyed --- to be exceedingly glad.  The literal meaning is to skip and jump with happy 

excitement.  Jesus uses the imperative mood, which makes His words more than a suggestion. 

We are commanded to be glad. 

 

Point 1:  Persecution is a given. 

Point 2:  Persecution’s purification is a gift. 

Point 3:  Persecution’s promise is that God is with us! 

 

SO WHAT? 

So what does all this talk about the Beatitudes have to do with us today, some 2,000 years after 

Christ gave his Sermon on the Mount?  I believe we are all broken in different ways and we are 

all blessed in many ways.  We are blessed and broken!  It is in our brokenness that Christ is 

glorified!  It is in our brokenness that others see Christ in us.  It is in our brokenness that we 

become more and more like Christ. 

 

Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer were burned at the stake for their faith in Christ. Just before 

the fire was started, Latimer shouted, “Be of good cheer, Ridley, and play the man.  We shall this 

day, by God’s grace, light up such a candle in England, as I trust, will never be put out.”
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Christ came into Jerusalem riding a donkey listening to the shouts of “Hosanna, Hosanna, 

blessed is he comes in the name of the Lord.”  The lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 

world rode triumphantly into Jerusalem, and then to the cross.  Christ lit a flame of love that will 

never be extinguished.   

 

We are called to rejoice and be exceedingly glad when we are persecuted, insulted, and falsely 

accused.  Let us skip and jump for joy because our suffering produces endurance and endurance 

produces character and character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us. 

 

As we have entered into the Beatitudes this Lenten Season, let us light such a flame of love this 

Easter season!  Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed are we when we are broken for the cause of Christ! 

 

Earlier in the message, I asked a question.  Will we allow the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, to ride 

into town this Palm Sunday—to ransom our broken hearts from being statistically insignificant?  

The world may not take note of Palm Sunday, or of Jesus Christ.  And to the world, we may 

seem statistically insignificant; but I share this with you:  to God each one of us is significant.  
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For you see, even if we were the only ones on earth, Jesus still would have ridden into town, and 

carried our cross.  Get ready for a great Passion week, because the real Good News is that our 

Savior lives.  Hosanna, save us we beseech thee—Amen! 

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.”  
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