
1 

 

“Daughters and Sons of the Father” 
Genesis 12:1-4a, 15:1-6; Galatians 3:23-29 

Jeffrey B. Saddington 
Round Rock Presbyterian Church, TX 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Father’s Day 
June 20, 2010 

 

I began just a minute ago saying how you have been so kind and welcoming to 
me…SO FAR!  But I believe that if I had been the Apostle Paul and you were the Galatians 
who received his letter, by the time I reached our text in Chapter 3, you would all be as mad 
as hornets at me.  By now, you would be sending me down I-35 on a bicycle in rush hour 
traffic, or perhaps leaving me at the bottom of Innerspace Caverns.  If I were Paul and you 
were the Galatians reading this letter, this might be my last Sunday at this church.   

My pastor at our home church once explained the background of Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians like this.  “Paul had traveled through the region of Galatia, now a part of Turkey, 
where he preached the Good News.  The basics were straightforward…Jesus Christ died for 
our sins.  He was raised on the third day and appeared to many of his disciples.  He 
ascended to heaven, and we are saved by faith in Christ and not by works of the law.  He 
planted some churches.  Things were going great.  And then he went to Greece to spread 
the Word over there. 

Everything was going fine until some other Christians from Jerusalem showed up 
and explained things a little differently.  We don't know exactly what they said, but we can 
guess it must have been something like this.  ‘You believe in Jesus, do you?  Hey, that's 
great.  He's the Jewish Messiah, right?  Right.  Came to save the lost sheep of Israel, right?  
That means he came to save the Jews.  So, if you want to be saved, you've got to become a 
Jew. 

’What?  Paul didn't tell you that?  Well, he's never been one for details.  It's no big 
deal.  Here's a list of 613 new laws to keep.  AND…we can do the circumcisions this 
afternoon!’" 

Well, as you might imagine, things in Galatia started to go downhill from there.  By 
the time Paul hears about it, the Galatians have apparently started observing Jewish festival 
days, but they haven't yet agreed to circumcision.  So Paul writes this angry letter to the 
Galatians.  He does not open it with prayer or thanksgiving or anything as kind as he 
started his letter to the Philippians.  No, in verse 6 of the first chapter of Galatians, Paul says 
that he is astonished by their desertion of what Paul taught them earlier about the gospel.  
By Chapter 3, he is shouting at them, “you foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?” 

You think that you have seen conflict in the church?  Well, “Game on,” as my kids 
would have said.  Paul is in a fighting mood. 

You see, the Apostle Paul had argued with Peter and James at the Jerusalem Council 
about seven years earlier in the year 48 to establish an agreement that the Gentiles did not 
have to become Jews in order to be Christians.  And now outside agitators are trying to win 
back in Galatia what had been so hard fought and won years before.  Folks, what we have 
here is good ol’ fashion, first century-style discrimination and disunity. 
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But can’t you see their argument?  The Jews pointed to Abraham whom they claimed 
as their patriarch.  They said it is as clear as it can be.  The law is the law and the sign of the 
covenant of Abraham is circumcision.  If you want to have Jesus as your Messiah, you need 
to become Jewish. 
 Well, Paul is nothing if not in your face.  He first lays out his impeccable 
qualifications as a Jew.  He then says that anyone who attempts to teach a gospel contrary 
to what had been proclaimed to them should be cursed!  He is so angry that he says it again.  
Exclamation point.  And then he says at the end of Chapter 3:  “28There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus.” 

That message, friends, qualifies as a first-century nuclear bomb.  He says that in 
Christ there is no longer Jew or Greek.  That means racial discrimination is out!  He says 
that there is no longer slave or free.  That means economic discrimination is out!  He says 
that there is no longer male and female.  That means gender discrimination is out! 

The other day I printed out a picture from my computer and put it on the breakfast 
table.  Our 19-year-old daughter was going to be up and off to work shortly, so I wrote on 
the picture, “What do you think of this?”  The picture showed a pair of water fountains.  One 
was porcelain with a knob which would turn it on.  You can see in the picture that the water 
pipe to this fountain comes through the wall, directly into the back of the fountain, at room 
temperature.  Next to this water fountain was another water fountain which was the 
electrical type that would provide refreshing, chilled water. 

Two fountains, one next to the other, one was refrigerated, but both would appear 
to have the same source of water.  Both were at the same height, neither intended for 
children or wheelchair-bound folk.  Each fountain had a plainly lettered sign above it--one 
said “White,” and the other said “Colored.”  On the one that was labeled “Colored,” a black 
man was drinking from that one.  My daughter’s reaction to this picture I am sure was 
much like the rest of you would have.  She said “that is messed up.”  It is a picture which 
makes the viewer uncomfortable.  It is clearly a picture which is not “right.”  Unfortunately, 
it was not the first time she had seen a picture like this that made no sense to her…and it 
makes no sense to any other thinking person today.  It’s messed up.  But 50 years ago, it 
was still normal and unfortunately acceptable.  Fifty years ago, this nation was not 
articulate enough to say…”This is messed up.” 

Well, you might say that was 50 years ago, and, thankfully, that does not exist 
anymore.  Things are better now.  True, but we know that there is a long way to go.   

Carol and I have five children whom we love, and I hope someday you get to meet 
each of them.  We love them equally, and I believe that they each know that.  I have never 
heard them once say, “Dad, you love Thomas better than me, or you love Jessie better than 
me, or you love John or Peter or Debbie better than me.”  But around our dinner table, not 
everyone’s skin color is the same.  Not everyone’s hair is the same color.  That is because 
we adopted our first three children from Korea.  I held them each when they were very 
small.  I looked at their beautiful skin and perfect fingernails and eyelashes and ears and 
then did the same with our biological children as they arrived into our family.  I may be 
their earthly “Dad,” but they are all daughters and sons of the Father.  Their father in 
heaven.   
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As their earthly father, I can tell you that all five were and are perfect.  You know 
exactly what I mean by this.  I fell in total love with each of them.  And so it was very hurtful 
to hear the older ones tell me when they were called names on the soccer field or on the 
school bus just because they looked different than the majority.  There may be no more 
signs over drinking fountains, but let’s face it, discrimination is still alive and well today, 
nearly 2,000 years after Paul was fighting the good fight. 

The Apostle Paul said there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female, 
but he does not mean that there are no longer people of different races, or people having 
different levels of material wealth, or that there are no longer men or women.  What he 
means is that these differences are not part of Christ’s kingdom.  It means we have diversity 
without dominance.  When we feel superior or made to feel inferior based on race, 
economics, or gender, then we are no longer living the gospel.  Because we are all one in 
Jesus Christ. 

In our text, Paul then ratchets up the intensity of this argument against Abraham 
being the father of only the Jews.  He says that Abraham was made righteous by his faith.  
Abraham was made righteous by his faith BEFORE the sign of circumcision was given and 
430 years before all of the Jewish laws.  Paul says in verse 29 that “if you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.”  Through our faith, 
through our baptism, God adopts us into God's family, where we are all equally loved and 
equally valued.  This is the reality of life in Christ. 

Three weeks ago, we remembered and grieved over those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice founding and defending this great country.  In two weeks, we celebrate the date 
when women and men had the courage to start turning the early colonies into a nation.  We 
know they were not perfect, nor are we.  But our nation was founded on the true meaning 
of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”  All 
men and all women, Jews and Greeks, slave and free. 

Who helped awaken our society from its slow and shameful slumber about arrogant 
and open racism 50 years ago?  Martin Luther King, Jr. was the face of that movement, and 
he provided a nonviolent witness in a cause of justice.  His words in 1963 awaken me every 
time I hear them.  You know them as well as I do.  “I have a dream  that my four little 
children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin 
but by the content of their character…And when this happens, when we allow freedom to 
ring  from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to 
speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro 
spiritual:  Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”  

The Apostle Paul in our text today reminds us that our Father in heaven, through the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, wants us all to be in harmony with each other. 

While preparing for this sermon, I came across a mission statement from a church 
on the Internet.  Part of it goes like this:  

 “We are a community of God's people, claimed through the waters of baptism, united at His 
table of remembrance, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry the Good News of 
           Jesus Christ into the world. 
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Therefore, we will work to bring about a world reconciled to God, where cries of need are 
answered with Compassion, hatred is overcome by Love, wrongs are overturned by 
Forgiveness, error is surpassed by Truth, despair is overwhelmed by Hope, 
         shadows are overpowered by the Light, and where sadness is transformed into Joy.” 

These words are from the mission statement of this church, Round Rock 
Presbyterian.  These words echo what Paul is telling the Galatians…that there is no longer 
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are 
one in Christ Jesus. 
  This community of faith has committed to the harmony of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in everything that we do for each other and for all people beyond these walls.    This church 
has the power and commitment to work for harmony in this broken world in the name of 
Jesus Christ.   

I wi ll ask Matthew for a little help here.  
For a minute, I ask you to use your imagination.  Matthew, can you please play a 

sound that might represent the Band of Brothers who meet here every Thursday morning? 
OK…how about the Ladies ‘N Stitches on Monday morning?  How about the Yahweh 
Sisterhood?  Can you play a sound that might represent the people who serve at the Round 
Rock Serving Center?   How about the Partners in Prayer?  How about Thursday night Bible 
Study?   

Matthew, can you now please put these sounds together to see how do they sound if 
we try to work together?  [MATTHEW TO SOUND A BEAUTIFUL TWO-HANDED CHORD 
ONLY] 

OK!   
It sounds like we are in harmony, but now let’s add the Holy Spirit.  What do you 

think the Holy Spirit can do with all of these people and others here at Round Rock 
Presbyterian Church to spread the Good News to ourselves and others?  Together with the 
Holy Spirit, can we be used together to work for peace and justice among ourselves and in 
the world?  (QUEUE Matthew  TO PLAY A SHORT PIECE OF BEAUTIFUL, CLASSICAL 
MUSIC)    

Wow!  Thank you, Matthew. 
Doesn’t that beautiful harmony of sound, using every key on the heavenly keyboard, 

seem like the perfect witness of Christ by us at Round Rock?  Together with the Holy Spirit, 
we can be that community of faith that Christ meant us to be.  Christ accepted the Cross 
through his obedience to God and through his love of us; what a priceless gift on this 
Father’s Day his resurrection means for us.   

And on this Father’s Day, I hope that all fathers receive another favorite gift.  Mine 
requires no wrapping paper, and I get the same one every year just thinking about the 
blessings God has given me for the last 27 years by my diverse children.  There is no longer 
Jew or Greek…we are one together, daughters and sons of the Father…seeking to be free at 
last, seeking to be in harmony with each other and all people in this world through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer, AMEN!  

 


