“God’s Plan --- God’s Work --- God’s Love”
Jeremiah 29:11-14 & Philippians 1:1-11
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6

Jeremiah 29:11-14

1 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. ** Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you. * When
you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, ** 1 will let you find me, says the
LorD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where | have
driven you, says the LorD, and | will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

Philippians 1:1-11

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the
bishops and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. * I thank my
God every time | remember you, * constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, °
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. ® I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. ’ It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. ® For God is my witness,
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. ° And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight *° to help you to determine what is best, so that in
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, ** having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. '

Two of the most famous verses that describe God’s sovereignty for me are found in our Bible readings today
from the Old Testament prophet, Jeremiah, and from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Jeremiah 29:11 says:
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope.” Paul writes in Philippians 1:6, “I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”

Have you ever thought about God’s plans and God’s work? Have you ever wondered whether God really
does have a plan in place? Have you ever felt as if God wasn’t working and is off on vacation somewhere
else?

The weeping prophet, Jeremiah, is telling us this morning that God, indeed, has plans for us; plans for a
future with hope. And Paul is confident that God started a good work in us and will bring that good work to
completion. The Greek word for confident --- émosio, ni@o [peitho /pi-tho/] --- can be translated by saying
confident, persuaded, trust, or believe. What Paul is saying is that he is confident, he trusts, he believes, he is
persuaded that God who has begun a good work and God will complete it.

GOD’S PLAN
Sometimes God’s plans don’t make sense to us. We can relax, though, because we are in good company on
that scene. Listen to our history in the Old Testament:




God puts Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden and then allows the serpent to tempt them so they fall? Does it
make any sense for Noah to build an ark in the middle of the desert? Noah’s message? “Hi-ho, hi-ho... I'm
preparing for a flood.” Why would God send Abraham from his home and family to a foreign land and then
ask him to sacrifice his first-born son, Isaac? What about Jacob being chosen over Esau and Joseph being
sold into slavery by his own brothers? What about Moses? Taken from his family, sent floating on the Nile
in a baby basket, picked up by great luck, or is it God’s plan, by the Pharaoh’s daughter? He grows up in the
palace—his people were slaves, and he’s eating the best foods and being educated at the best schools. Surely
Moses’ has arrived...except he kills an Egyptian defending a slave. Moses--guilty of murder. He flees to
the desert and bumps into God in a burning, speaking bush. And that’s just the first half of his life—what
about the ten plagues, and ten commandments and forty years wandering in the wilderness; this time not with
a flock of goats or sheep...but with an entire nation? “Looking for the promised land.” What was God’s
plan with Ruth, a Moabite, and a foreigner in the lineage of Jesus? Her husband dies, she moves back to
Israel with her mother-in-law and proclaims, “Your people will be my people and your God will be my
God.” (Ruth 1:16) In order for the two of them to survive, she gleans Boaz’ fields!

Have you ever wondered about God’s plans and God’s work when God picked a little shepherd boy with five
smooth stones to confront a giant? Do you think David was just a little bit concerned when he saw the giant?
David becomes one of the greatest kings in all of Israel and from his line comes the Messiah. A little
shepherd boy, disregarded by his brothers, chased by Saul, adulterer, murderer —and King? Now we need a
good story about a queen—how about Esther, queen to King Xerxes in Persia. The Jews are set to be
slaughtered—again—and Esther’s uncle tells her, “For such a time as this...” She could have easily lost
her head by standing up to the King.

God’s plans, God’s work...can often seem a little strange. What’s the point of God’s plans and God’s work?
There’s more, listen:

Nehemiah, cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of Persia, he has it made. He’s in the palace, he drinks the drink
before the King, and God asks him to leave his position of influence and go back to rebuild the walls of
desolated Jerusalem. With Nehemiah’s help, the walls are rebuilt in record time and the “joy of the Lord is
their strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10) Daniel’s in exile and won’t bow down to worship the King. He’s tossed
into the lion’s den while his friends are thrown into a fiery furnace. God knows the plans He has for us?
Plans for good and not for harm? Jonah—sent to Nineveh to call the people to repent. Nineveh is Jonah’s
worst enemy and nightmare; he takes the first ship going the opposite way! God’s plan for Jonah? How
about three days and a big whale? Our Old Testament writer for today, Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, what
did he have to weep about? His beloved nation is going to be destroyed by Babylon and they won’t listen to
him! Are you figuring this out yet? Jeremiah is hearing from God—all he has to do is tell the people what
God is saying...and they throw him into prison, they toss him into an old well, leaving him to die. And this
is the guy who writes, “For surely I know the plans I have for you...plans for welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope!” The list goes on and on: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi— God’s prophets proclaiming God’s plans for a
future with hope! Hollywood has nothing on this wonderful book...the Holy Bible!



GOD’S WORK

God didn’t stop with His plans and His work in the Old Testament, even when His people could not
understand. Instead, God sends His one and only Son to set us free, a little baby born in a manger--not a
mansion. A child born in a stable filled with manure instead of palace filled with money. Isn’t this a great
plan? Shepherd boys are the first to proclaim the news? “We’ve seen angels...and the Messiah” God’s plan
--- God’s work --- boy, can it seem absurd! And what about this Jesus character? Don’t you think He’d start
His ministry with the best of the best from Yale and Harvard—or perhaps the best of the best from UT’s law
school? Jesus did not start with well educated Pharisees, or trained keepers of the law. He began His world-
wide movement with nobodies from nowhere—common, ordinary fishermen, tax collectors and zealots.
Strange don’t you think? Uneducated, ordinary, common people called to follow, called to change the
world.

What about God’s plans for Jesus? Rejected, crucified, dead, buried? God knows the plans He has for us—
plans for good and for a future with hope. From the disciple’s side of the cross, the cross didn’t look so
good. God’s plan--women are chosen to be the first evangelists on the other side of the resurrection!
Common, ordinary people...chosen...by God...called by God...to follow.

What about our New Testament writer, Paul? How about giving him the title, “least likely to follow Jesus.”
Saul of Tarsus, a Jew among Jews, an elite Pharisee, trained at the feet of the great rabbi/teacher Gamaliel—
Paul has made it into the list of the hall of fame of the Jews—“Who’s Who..” He takes a trip to Damascus to
round up and imprison the followers of “The Way” and runs into the risen Jesus on that desert, wilderness
road! Saul’s name is changed to Paul—and the great Jew is dubbed by God’s plan to be the missionary sent
out to the gentiles. Christ killer to Christ lover. Paul spends the next three years in the desert of Arabia. God
then calls him to make three missionary journeys. He picks up people like Barnabas, Mark, Timothy, Silas,
Luke, Giaus, Epaphraditus and many others! Paul writes 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament. Paul
could have enjoyed a life of luxury—he was well-esteemed, a member of the cream of the crop! Instead,
he’s writing to us today from prison, alone and waiting for heads to roll—his own. Paul knew and lived
Jeremiah’s words, “For surely | know the plans I have for you, says the LoRD, plans for your welfare and
not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” He knows his Torah inside and out. He knows all of the
stories of God’s plan and God’s work. And he abandons it all for a vision of Jesus in the flaming, hot
wilderness? Yes! What on earth is going on? “l am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Paul is sure, confident and trusting;
he is banking on this one thing: God will complete the good work God begins!

Are you seeing a pattern here? God is sovereign and God’s ways are not our ways—unless you like arks and
floods, and wells, and giants, and lions’ dens, fiery furnaces and whales; unless you like crosses and being
TKOed in the desert! But the promise is sure and the promise has stood the test of time: God is the one who
begins the work and God will be the one who completes the work. By now, most of you have heard that |
am resigning from my call here as your pastor. In 1994 when my wife and | began our journey with God in
this thing called ministry, we took out a blank piece of notebook paper and we signed the bottom. The paper
simply said, “God, we give you our lives, we trust you to fill in the blanks.” That piece of paper hung up on
the bulletin board in my seminary commuter-room for three years. | drove 2.5 hours each way. God called
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me out of my family, my career, my security, my home, my network of friends. I had lived in the tiny town
of Rochelle, Illinois (9,000 people) for 40 years. I sold trucks and tires....and Jesus. Iwas our church’s
Youth Director for 15 years—our youth group and family, made 10 mission trips around the country! | was
an Elder and a Deacon—twice. | taught dozens of Bible studies. | served on two—count‘em—two PNCs...I
helped my home church find two really great pastors! My life was great. God’s plans, God’s work. People
in this tiny town of Rochelle started saying to me, “When God calls you to seminary, we’ll help you.” God’s
plans, God’s work. God called me. Jesus drew me, “follow me.” I could have stayed in Rochelle, I’d be
just about ready to retire! But what about God’s plans and God’s work? “Dave, follow me
to...seminary...to Aurora, Missouri; Upland, California; Lima, Peru; Round Rock, Texas; Guayaquil,
Ecuador...” While in Ecuador doing mission work, the Holy Spirit moved in my heart in a powerful way.
I’ve spent the past two years writing, journaling, praying and seeking to understand God’s plans and God’s
work in my life. I will share more of that in the weeks to come. God is still filling in the blanks on that piece
of paper that I signed in 1994. I am resigning my position here in order to follow God’s plan, and do God’s
work. Like all of the people we’ve talked about, the one thing we have in common: be open to God’s plan
and God’s work.

GOD’S LOVE
So what? So what about God’s plan and God’s work? I believe the “so what” about God’s plan and God’s
work is that it reveals God’s love! Yes, God’s plans and God’s work reveal God’s love.

Throughout all of Scripture, we see that God is faithful. No matter what, God is faithful. God is
sovereign...God is sovereign over gardens, snakes, arks, floods, burning bushes, plagues and
commandments. God is sovereign over giants, and slingshots, kings and queens. God is sovereign over fiery
furnaces and lions’ dens, mud-filled wells and prison cells. God is sovereign. God is sovereign over my life.
God is sovereign over your life. God is sovereign over RRPC. God knows the plans He has for me. God
knows the plans He has for you. God knows the plans He has for RRPC...and those plans are for good, and
not for harm, for a future filled with hope!

The good news is that God’s work and God’s plan are not done here. | may be leaving, but God is not! I’ve
been blessed to be a part of God’s good work here at RRPC for four years. It was God’s plan and God’s
work that called me to RRPC and it is God’s plan, God’s work and God’s love that is preparing your next
pastor. But don’t let God’s plan and God’s work stop there. God is sovereign and God is calling you to
continue this good work. Maybe God has plans and work for you right here in this sanctuary. God’s plans
and God’s work aren’t put on hold until the new pastor arrives. Isn’t it just like God to use common,
ordinary people like you and me? Be open. God is sovereign.

God started this good work...in you...in me...and in this church...and it will be God who will complete this
work...in you...in me...and in this church. Paul prays that our love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight and that we would be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ...all for the glory and praise of GOD! We are in great company. We have an entire
lineup of characters who have learned that God’s plans and God’s work are to reveal God’s love. And I have
good news for you: You are in the lineup.



God’s plans and God’s work are all about the people of God—You...me...us—revealing God’s love to our
broken world. And I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Christ Jesus. For surely, God has plans for our welfare and for a future filled with
hope. We can be sure, we can be confident, we can trust and believe, and we are fully persuaded—that God
is sovereign. Just look at our history (point to the cross): God’s plans and God’s work...from one side utter
foolishness...from the other side...God’s love revealed.
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